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Lake Levels Above Target This Summer
Ever wonder if the level of Lake Winnebago is high or low relative to “normal.”  Since the 
lake level is regulated, it doesn’t follow its natural pattern.  

All regulation strategies are based on limits defined under the Marshall Order. 
The Marshall Order was established in 1886 to “maintain the level of Lake Winnebago 
at or below” flood stage (3.45 feet Oshkosh Datum).  Oshkosh Datum is a local datum 
referenced to the crest of the Menasha Dam from which all Lake Winnebago water 
surface elevations are derived.  In 1920, the Marshall Order was modified to address 
navigation needs on Lake Winnebago. This Order set forth that “(the) ...limits of 
regulation for Lake Winnebago under existing laws, orders, rules and permits are from 
21-1/4 inches above the crest of Menasha Dam (3.45 feet Oshkosh Datum) down to the 
crest during the navigation season (1.68 feet Oshkosh Datum). The navigation season 
presently extends from about May 1 to early October.  During the years the Corps has 
regulated the lake, water levels have remained predominately within the limits of the 
Marshall Order. [The figure below] shows the various water levels of Lake Winnebago 
during… 5 [recent] years of operation using past regulation strategies and comparing 
them to limits of the Marshall Order.

This information is from the website of the Army Corps of Engineers and explains targets, historical 
levels and summer 2013 levels.

(additional graphs 
on page 2)



The interagency coordination meeting concerning the regulation of the outflows from Lake Winnebago into the lower Fox River 
will be held at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, Appleton on Wednesday, October 30, 2013 at 10 a.m.

The meeting is open to the public. It is being conducted to exchange information between the Corps of Engineers and 
representatives of other groups that have expressed an interest in the water resources management of the Lake Winnebago Basin.

A copy of the October 2012 minutes can be found at
http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/GreatLakesInfo/docs/LakeWinnebago/2012-LakeWinnebagoRegulationMeetingMinutes.pdf

Lake Winnebago Outlook –
August 21, 2013
Lake Winnebago’s level is at 2.92 ft above Oshkosh Datum 
and slowly declining. All gates remain closed at both dams 
in an effort to maintain the level as close to 3.0 ft as
possible through the end of the month.

Basin conditions have been quite dry this month. Rain-
fall amounts are less than 1 inch which is well below the 
monthly average of 3.85 inches. With the exception of 
some thunderstorms tonight, the extended forecast is 
pointing to more sunshine and dry weather.

Inflows through Oshkosh have averaged 2,200 cfs the past 
two weeks and are slowly declining. Outflows at Appleton 
are steady around 1,450 cfs and evaporation is estimated 
to be around 1,000 cfs.

Unless heavy rain falls tonight, no gate changes are 
expected for awhile. On September 1, we will allow the 
level to slowly drop toward 2.5 ft by mid-October. These 
levels were agreed upon at last year’s Annual Regulation 
Meeting.

We will continue to monitor conditions and make gate 
changes as necessary. Please check this page for updates.

http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/
GreatLakesInformation/LakeWinnebago.aspx
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